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III. The Armed Forces The vast majority of abuses studied by the Commission were committed
by members of the armed forces or groups allied to them. In order to promote the urgent need
in El Salvador to professionalize the military, bring it under civilian control and instill it with a
respect for human rights, the Commission makes the following recommendations: 1) Immediate
removal from the military of all officers cited for human rights and other major violations. 2) Steps
to assure civilian control of military promotions, the military budget and all intelligence services.
3) A new, legally backed, provision permitting military personnel to refuse to obey unlawful
orders. 4) Steps to cut all ties between the military and private armed groups or other paramilitary
groups. 5) The profound study of human rights at the military academy and in other officer training
courses. IV. Death Squads The Commission finds that death squads, often operated by the military
and supported by powerful businessmen, land-owners and some leading politicians, have long
acted in El Salvador and remain a potential menace. The Commission received testimony on
more than 800 victims of death squads. This problem is so serious that the Commission calls for a
special investigation of death squads in order to reveal and then put an end to such activity. The
Commission is especially concerned by the close relation between the military, hired assassins
and extremists within the Salvadoran business community and some affluent families, who
resorted to killing to settle disputes. This practice must end. The Commission also is concerned
that Salvadoran exiles living in Miami helped administer death squad activities between 1980 and
1983, with apparently little attention from the US government. Such use of American territory for
acts of terrorism abroad should be investigated and never allowed to be repeated. V. The Justice
System The Commission finds that the system of justice in El Salvador is highly deficient. It makes
several recommendations to address this profound problem that permitted the abuse of human
rights in El Salvador. 1) The report calls for the immediate implementation of constitutional reforms
requiring the turnover of the present members of the Supreme Court. In particular, the president
of the court, Dr. Mauricio Gutierrez Castro, is cited for unprofessional conduct. 2) Bring about
a true separation of powers between the executive, legislature and the judiciary in order to depoliticize the administration of justice and in particular the Supreme Court in El Salvador. 3) The
power of the head of the Supreme Court and its centralized power over the rest of the judiciary
should be reduced. 4) The report calls for the already created Independent Judicial Council to be
made truly independent, so that it can oversee the functioning of the judicial system. This group
will review the professional capacity of all serving judges. This group should be given the power
to appoint or remove judges, taking that power away from the Supreme Court. 5) Judges should
be provided adequate salaries. 6) Extra-judicial confessions should be prohibited; the right to a
lawyer should be strengthened; strict limits should be placed on pre-trial detention; those who can
order detentions should be limited and defined; the right of habeas corpus and the presumption
of innocence should be strengthened. 7) A list should be kept and made public of all detention
centers and all those who are detained in them. 8) The new civilian national police force should
be fully supported. VI. Human Rights El Salvador needs to fortify awareness of and respect for
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human rights. The new office of the National Counsel for the Defense of Human Rights should be
strengthened and extended to have regional offices in each department of the country. Officials
in the human rights office should be allowed access anywhere in the country. The constitution
should guarantee human rights. El Salvador should ratify and implement all major human rights
accords not already approved by it. The Commission also urges El Salvador to accept the jurisdiction
of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, something all other Central American states have
done. VII. Punishment The Commission feels justice demands punishment for the violations of
human rights. But it is not itself constituted to specify sanctions and recognizes that the present
Salvadoran judicial system is incapable of fairly assessing and carrying out punishment. Therefore
the Commission feels it cannot recommend judicial proceedings in El Salvador against the persons
named in its report until after judicial reforms are carried out. VIII. National Reconciliation The
Commission believes that justice also demands that the victims of human rights violations by all
sides in the war be publicly recognized and be given material compensation. The report lists the
names of more than 18,000 victims it received testimony on. The report calls for a special fund to
be established for this purpose. It will be given resources by the government and be supported by
a recommendation that one per cent of all foreign aid be directed to the fund. The Commission
expresses the hope that the international community will assist the government of El Salvador
to carry out this recommendation. A national monument should be erected, listing the names of
all the victims of the war. A national annual holiday should be declared to remember the dead
and celebrate reconciliation. This report should be discussed and analyzed at a national public
forum in El Salvador. The Commission calls on the United Nations to monitor compliance with all
recommendations made here, as agreed by the parties to the peace accord.
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